
B —  Be of Faith and service to God through service to the people around you. 
E —  Enrichment, encouragement, and inspiration by group participation are nurtured in worth-

while programs. 
L —  Leadership ability is developed and this overflows into the community, diocese and country. 
O —  Opportunities to strengthen our faith through perseverance are opened. Trials and tribula-

tions are bound to arise when you work with people. 
N —  Needs of others in family, parish, community, diocese and world are met. 
G —  Growth in grace, knowledge and friendship develop because of your gifts of time, talent and           

treasure. 
 

“Every human being is good, despite his or her weaknesses.  We are all part of God; therefore, it is                       
important that we hold onto our self worth.  Loving God with all our hearts means we must                             

love our neighbors who, as ourselves, is one with God.” 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS  
OF THE AMERICAS 

COURT MARIA GALANTE #115 

WHO ARE WE? 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas is an organization that strives to embrace the 
principle of faith working through love in the promotion of justice, equality and the 
advancement of human rights and human dignity for all mankind.  It is our goal to 
enrich our spirits and give back to the community through acts of charity. 

WHY BELONG?   
Membership in CDA demands a 
deeper commitment of one’s gifts.  
The gift of faith requires a gift of 
return. 
 
 

The answer to the question “Why    
Belong?” can be easily remembered, if 
we associate it with the letters in the 
word “BELONG”. 



Page 2 Catholic Daughters of the Americas  

OUR HISTORY: 
 

It all started in Utica, New York, in the spring of 1903.  The local council of the Knights of Columbus felt the 
need for a women’s auxiliary and inaugurated the first such organization.   
 
At that time, one of the most popular books across the land was a biography of Christopher Columbus written in 
the mid 1800’s by Washington Irving. Thus it was that the ladies of the Utica auxiliary of the Knights of Columbus 
incorporated themselves in the State of New York as “The Daughters of Isabella” a tribute to the queen and a    
fitting compliment to the Knights of Columbus.   
 
The organization grew with incredible speed.  The Daughters of Isabella met in Austin, Texas on October 17, 1909 
for the purpose of organizing and electing officers.  On December 19, 1909, Maria Galante was chosen as a                 
suitable name for the Court, it being the name of one of the ships in Christopher Columbus’ fleet.  In 1921 the 
name changed to the Catholic Daughters of America because of a controversy with a group from Connecticut that 
insisted it was the first to adopt the name.  In 1978, we became known as “Catholic Daughters of the Americas.” 
 
Court Maria Galante #115 is the mother court of Texas and celebrates its 97 year history of service to the                   
community.   Funds have been raised throughout the years holding bake sales, rummage sales, art and crafts shows, 
taco dinner/breakfast.  The funds raised were then donated to various service organizations, e.g., Faith Home 
(AIDS babies), Habitat for Humanity, Hospice of Austin, Marywood, Meals on Wheels, Red Cross, Safe Place,    
Salvation Army, Diocese Respect Life/Project Rachel and the Foundation for the Homeless.  Our court, along with 
other organizations, help bake and deliver cupcakes to the Austin State Hospital. The Hospital holds a campus-
wide birthday party for their residents who are celebrating a birthday for that month.  In December, our court   
receives a wish list from the ladies’ dorm of 791 River Road at the Austin State School.  The members of our court 
purchase and donate the items and celebrate with the clients by holding a Christmas party to hand out the gifts.  
We also hold a poetry/art contest for scholarships.   
 
Our tradition continues—we meet every fourth Monday at Bishop Hall at St. Mary’s Cathedral.  St Mary’s                   
Cathedral is our home, but our membership comes from every Catholic church in Austin.   
 
  

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace the principle of faith 
working through love in the promotion of justice, equality and the advance-
ment of human rights and human dignity for all mankind. 

OUR MOTTO: 
 

UNITY and CHARITY 
 

United we shall strive to        
foster our motto! 
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Organizations we support through            
charitable donations: 
 

♦ American Red Cross 
♦ Any Baby Can 
♦ Austin State Hospital 
♦ Austin State School 
♦ Diocese Respect for Life 
♦ Faith Home (AIDS Babies) 
♦ Family Preservation Unit of              

Child Protective Services 
♦ Foundation for the Homeless 
♦ Habitat for Humanity 
♦ Hospice of Austin 
♦ Marywood Children and Family           

Services 
♦ Meals on Wheels 
♦ Safe Place—Project Rachel 
♦ Salvation Army 
♦ St. Mary’s Cathedral School 

Events held by the membership to 
enrich us spiritually and fund our 
charity: 
♦ Catholic Study Club 
♦ Circle of Love Program 
♦ Taco Breakfast/Dinner 
♦ Easter and Christmas Raffles 
♦ Texas State Memorial Fund—Mass 

Cards 
♦ Religious Appreciation Dinner 
♦ Youth and Education Contest 
♦ Catholic High School Scholarship  
♦ Christmas Party  

WE INVITE YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER! 
 

Join us for a meeting: 
 

Meetings are the fourth Monday of the month at Bishop’s Hall, 203 East 10th St., Austin, Tx at 7:00 
P.M.  There are no meetings in months of July and August.  Annual membership dues are $25.00. 

 

Or contact one of our officers for more information: 
Regent: Lanelle Blahuta – 288-3468 
Vice Regent: Melissa Counihan – 996-9982 or 517-1653 
Recording Secretary: Sara Castillo – 288-9180  
Treasurer: Terise Urias – 473-8588 
Financial Secretary: Emily Avila – 445-9098 



“MARIA GALANTE” 
 

(Theme Song for Court Maria Galante #115 
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas) 

 
(Words written by Merion Darwin—Dec. 

1941) 
(Sing to the tune of Till We Meet Again) 

 
We belong to the Cath-o-lic Daugh-ters 

 And love you with all our heart 
We will all do our part 
To fur-ther our aims 

And we all pledge our Fai-th anew 
 

(Chorus) 
We’re the Moth-er Court of our Great State 

Wonder-ful Court Ma-ria Gal-an-te 
Uni-ty and Char-i-ty 

Dear to hearts of Cath-olic Daugh-ters 
Let us give our time and efforts too 

For the things that God would have us do 
So let us lend a help-ing hand 

To our fel-low man. 

I Said A Prayer For You Today 
I said a prayer for you today and know God must have heard. 
I felt the answer in my heart although, He spoke not a word. 
I didn’t ask for wealth or fame (I knew you wouldn’t mind). 

I asked Him to send treasurers of a far more lasting kind. 
I prayed that He’d be near you at the start of each new day. 

To grant you health and blessings and friends to share your way. 
I asked for happiness for you in all things great and small 

But it was for His loving care I prayed the most of all. 
 

Ask a friend to join our lovely organization;                                         
one never knows who will respond. 

 
 
 

THE CIRCLE OF LOVE PROGRAM: 
Reminds us that we need to give back to others  Please keep 
record of your  Works of Charity and Service throughout 
the year—including:  
♦ Remembering our sick and shut-in 
♦ Prayer for others and Rosaries said 
♦ Masses and communions attended 
♦ Spiritual readings 
♦ Calling, visiting, or helping others, 
♦ Volunteering 
♦ Providing meals or taking others to the 

doctor 
♦ Donations 
♦ Mentoring and tutoring 
LET US REACH OUT TO OTHERS TO SHOW OUR 
CHARITY AND CARING FOR THOSE IN NEED.  Please 
keep your hours and provide a list of the hours to Margaret 
Myers.  


